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	Course Descriptions and Policies

	Course Description
	This course is a basic overview to criminal laws. This course examines the nature of the Criminal Act, including the essential elements, theories of responsibility, exculpatory matters, overview of common law offenses, and identification of trends in law.  There will be no “Extra Credit Assignments.”  Please do your best work and there will be no need for extra credit.  Please contact me if you experience any problem in the course.  I can’t work with you unless I know you are in need. 

	Course Requisites
	None

	Course Text(s)
	Criminal Law Today, 4rd  Edition. Frank Schmalleger,  Prentice Hall 2010 (text required)  ISBN 0-13-504261-5

	
	Course Expectations/Requirements 

	Grading Criteria
	Students will be given assignments throughout the semester.  The four exams will require a knowledge of terms contained in each chapter.  The terms are important because they comprise much of what Criminal law is all about.  The assignments will involve analysis of criminal acts.  This course is based on “substantive criminal law; the law as it is written.  During the course the students will be exposed to key words that are frequently used to develop criminal law. I recommend getting a book of Criminal Law terms such as “Black’s Law Dictionary.”  The book is helpful, but is not required.  It can be found in paperback at most   bookstores.  There will not be any extra credit assignments, however, there may be written assignments that will have a value of 10 points each.
4 Tests = 100 points each        Scale:

360-400 points =A

320-359 points = B
280-319 points=C

240-279 points = D

239 points or less = F

Written assignments will have a value of 10 points each and will not exceed 100 points total, for the course.

	Withdrawal Policy


	From the end of the drop/add period through midterm of the session, a student may withdraw from a course and receive a “W”.  From the first day after midterm until the last day of course work of the session, a student may, at the instructor’s discretion, withdraw from a course and the instructor will assign a grade of “W” at withdrawal.  The student must initiate the official withdrawal.  No grade will be reported for a student who fails to pay registration fees in accordance with established policy or who withdraws by the last day to drop without a grade.

“W”  –  Withdrawal represents a withdrawal from class without completing course requirements.  A student may officially withdraw from any class up to and including the date of mid-term with a “W” grade.  After the date of mid-term and through the last class of the semester or session, the student may officially request a “W” grade which may be given at the discretion of the instructor.  Each instructor shall state on the first or second class meeting the factors to be used in determining the assignment of a “W” grade during the discretionary period.  An instructor shall not assign a student a “W” grade for a class unless the student has officially withdrawn from that class in a manner prescribed by the college.  The grade of “W” may be assigned by the Community College Appeals Board in cases involving a violation of student academic rights.  It may not be assigned to a student found guilty of an academic offense without permission of the instructor in whose class the offense occurred.  A president of a college (or designee) may, if the student concurs, assign the grade of “W” to a student who has been reported to the president for unsatisfactory scholarship or excessive absences and who, after being reported, has made no improvement.



	Make-up and Late Work Policies
	All tests are expected to be taken at the scheduled time. Students must present a valid excuse before  a make-up test is given. Students turning work in late will incur a penalty of 5% per each day the work is late.


	Academic Honesty Policy
	Academic Honesty Statement

Humanities Division

Ashland Community & Technical College

August 31, 1999

The information given below has been taken from Volume VI (Student Affairs Policy Sources), pages 33 and 34 of the KCTCS Faculty Source Book (1999).  Sanctions for academic offenses may range from lowering a grade on a paper or assignment to permanent expulsion from the Community College.  Refer to the latest edition of the Code of Student Conduct for further details.  

ARTICLE III

ACADEMIC OFFENSES

3.1
PLAGIARISM

All academic work, written or otherwise, submitted by a student to an instructor or other academic supervisor, is expected to be the result of the student’s own thought, research, or self-expression.  In any case I which a student feels unsure about a question of plagiarism involving the student’s work, the student is obliged to consult the instructor on the matter before submitting it.

When a student submits work purporting to be the student’s own, but which in any way borrows ideas, organization, wording or anything else from another source without appropriate acknowledgement of the fact, the student is guilty of plagiarism.

Plagiarism includes reproducing someone else’s work, whether it be a published article, chapter of a book, a paper from a friend or some file, or whatever.  Plagiarism also includes the practice of employing or allowing another person to alter or revise the work which a student submits as the student’s own, whoever that other person may be.  Students may discuss assignments among themselves or with an instructor or tutor, but when the actual work is done, it must be done by the student and the student alone.

When a student’s assignment involves research in outside sources of information, the student must carefully acknowledge exactly what, where, and how the student has employed them.  If the student uses words of someone else, the student must put quotation marks around the passage I question and add an appropriate indication of their origin.  Making simple changes while leaving the organization, content, and phraseology intact is plagiaristic.  However, nothing in these Rules shall apply to those ideas which are so generally and freely circulated as to be part of the public domain.  
Any question of definition shall be referred to the Community College Appeals Board.

3.2 CHEATING

Cheating is defined by its general usage.  It includes, but is not limited to, wrongfully giving, taking, or presenting any information or material by a student with the intent of aiding the student or another on any academic work.  Any question of definition shall be referred to the Community College Appeals Board.

	Students With Disabilities
	Ashland Community and Technical College is committed to ensuring that all students will disabilities have an equal opportunity in the pursuit of their educational objectives.  If you have a disability and need accommodations, contact the Disabled Student Services Coordinator at 606.326.2051 or in Room 215A.  You should also inform your instructor(s) of your special needs.

	Course Specific Competencies/Learner Outcomes
Upon successful completion of this course the student can:

	
	
	

	Course Specific Competencies/Outcomes

	· Identify the necessary elements for a crime
· Describe the elements of the major criminal offenses against persons, property and habitation.

· Make a preliminary determination of whether a given charge is relevant and valid

· Demonstrate the ability to brief criminal law judicial decisions

· Demonstrate knowledge of the various defenses available in the criminal law. 
	     








