Marx

For Karl Marx, mankind can only be free if both labor (work) and primary relationships are free.  In a capitalistic economic system, consuming and producing (having “things”) become more important than freedom, creativity, and love.  To be a fulfilled human being should be the nature of mankind’s life pursuits.  One of mankind’s highest expressions of the self is labor:  individuality, creativity and freedom arise from the labor itself.  In a capitalistic economic system, man becomes “forced labor”, selling the self for a marketable commodity to survive within the system.  This creates alienation of humans – from the self, other humans, and labor.  Man becomes both a commodity and a machine.

Mankind is conscious, can create and change history, and transform the self, other, and the nature of work.  Mankind can only become aware of the alienation of the capitalist system, if material situations change.  Capitalism begin revolutionary creates the tools of its own destruction creating material changes which are driven by the market.  As the system changes new markets, and capitalism globalizes, the old markets will no longer serve the new needs and wants.  Workers end up with less and less tools to survive the changes, the culture lags behind the economic system, creating tension, conflict, and crisis for human lives.

A “false consciousness” capitalism creates is driven by the economic system “wants become needs, and needs become wants”  Marx “what is animal becomes human, what was human becomes animal” mankind perceives freedom as having many consumer goods, and rampantly enjoying pleasures of the flesh “people only feel themselves to be truly free in their animal like functions – eating, drinking, fornicating – while in their peculiarly human tasks such as labor, and love, they do not feel free because they do not control the process or the result.”  Marx.  The desire to accumulate money, possess many things, constantly consume is created by the capitalist system for the maintenance and growth of the system.  Once mankind comes to full consciousness of the false drives created by the system, mankind can then work toward a transformation of both though and action (praxis – Marx’s word for it), freeing the self from the false drives and needs.  Then mankind can seek his/her own self worth – love, creativity, labor that is both rewarding and enjoyable.  Mankind, by changing the self, can work toward changing the system.  This will create an eventual revolution towards Marx’s idea of a utopian system he termed “communism”.

Unfortunately, he hit the mark in his analysis of capitalism, and need creation, commodified of labor, and alienation, but, communism remains an abstract idea similar to Plato’s idea of the good, and the Christian ideal of agape love and heaven.  Communism has never been practiced according to Marx’s ideal, and has become a dogmatic, fundamentalist ideology, perverted by directors and tyrants.

