I.
SOME GENERALIZED PRINCIPLES OF SOCIETAL FUCTIONALISM:


(The theory of consensus and order)

A. Society exists as a “real thing” in the sense it has needs (or functions) that must be fulfilled.

B. There is a great deal of consensus among the people of society concerning the existence and the relative importance of these necessary functions.

C. Society as a whole sets up a system of roles to insure that these needs (functions) are fulfilled.

D. “Society” also sets up a system of unequal rewards to insure that the most important roles are performed by the most qualified people.

E. The patterns of social organization are predetermined by the needs of the overall (whole) system.  (In other words, the social system has needs to be tended to).

F. Social structures form an integrated whole (roughly) analogous to the integration of systems in the human body which is characterized by a tendency toward equilibrium (or stability).

G. Patterns of behavior which serve the maintenance of stability in the society are termed “functional”.

H. Patterns of behavior which disrupt the stability of social systems are termed “dysfunctional”.

I. “Equilibrium mechanisms” develop in response to dysfunctional patterns to restore stability in social systems.

J. We organize as a society to satisfy the system.

II.
SOME GENERALIZED PRINCIPLES OF THE CONFLICT PERSPECTIVE


(The theory of change)

A. The word “society” is merely an abstraction that describes temporary patterns of interaction among people at a given time.

B. Social organization is a derivative of the process of conflict among various groups that are contending for power.

C. These various groups are not well integrated into a cohesive whole, in fact, they are relatively autonomous. (independent)

D. Rewards in society are derived from the exercise of social power.

E. Conflict is a part of the ongoing process of social organization.

F. Groups will attempt to control the process of social organization according to their own interests.

G. Societal integration and consensus are the derivatives of social control; i.e., domination.
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