THE MATERIALIST CONCEPTION OF HISTORY

(Marx and Engels-Conflict Theory)

How People Explain Their World


Cultural Ideas/Ideals





IDEOLOGY


The forms of social consciousness, general


sets of values, beliefs, opinion.  People share


this in common (philosophy, religion, customs, social sciences, biases, traditions.)





THE SUPERSTRUCTURE-SOCIAL AND POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS


The role they play in society and what determines each.  The forms of social control which correspond to the way we produce.  (Law, family, religion, politics, economics, education, science/tech, medicine, military, mass media)





THE MATERIAL FOUNDATION OR MODE OF PRODUCTION ECONOMIC


The foundation and orientation of a particular society, these are the materials of our social relations.  The predominant influence in a given society (particularly a capitalistic one) “Mankind’s material existence determines consciousness”.  Marx





THE MATERIAL FORCES OF PRODUCTION:


The particular ways or techniques people use to transform nature through their labor:  (production relations)


1.  The degree of development


of production forces and techniques of power and technological advancement.


2.  The natural resources endowments:  climate, region, geography.


3.  The size, skill, and education of the labor force.�



CONTINUOUS 


TENSION
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THE SOCIAL RELATIONS OF PRODUCTION:


the social arrangements by which labor is mobilized, deployed and allocated.  Class relations:  Property Relations, how are goods, services, rewards distributed?�
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