SYLLABUS

	Course Title
	Catalog Number

	Families and Communities in Early Childhood Education
	IECE 210

	Semester
	Year

	Fall 
	2010

	Course Campus Location
	Room Number

	College Drive-ACTC
	307

	Meeting Day(s)
	Meeting Times

	Alternate Fridays---beginning August 20th
	9:00 am-2:00 pm

	Instructor’s Name
	Instructor’s  Campus Location

	Mary Lou Calvert Forman
	Main Building-College Dr.

	Instructor’s Office Number
	Instructor’s Telephone Number

	347
	(606)326-2253

	Instructor’s Email
	Instructor’s Webpage Address

	Marylou.forman@kctcs.edu
	Webs.ashlandctc.org/forman/


	Course Descriptions and Policies


	Course Description:
Examines community programs that focus on forming partnerships with families to support child development and family well-being.  Builds an awareness of family in context of a diverse society to create respect, build reciprocal relationships, and empower families.  Required: 10 hours of field experience.  3 credits (45 contact hours)

	

	Course Requisites:

	

	Course Text(s): 
 Home, School, and Community Relations, Carol Gestwicki, seventh edition, Wadsworth Cengage Learning.

	

	Course Materials:
Students are required to keep course materials organized in a three-ring binder, separating each section with tabs or dividers.  Sections will include:  Syllabus, Journal, Terms to Know, Chapter Reviews, Case Studies, Posters, Focus on Families, and anything else you think you need.  I have found that a good portfolio makes a difference when you want to transfer to another institution or show someone what you have done in class.  It also keeps materials organized for future use.  The portfolio must have a title page which will include the name and number of the class, your name, semester, my name (Please, spell Forman correctly.), and Ashland Community and Technical College.

	

	Grading Criteria:
90-100%-A
80-89%-B

70-79%-C

60-69%-D

Below 60%-E

	


	Withdrawal Policy

	From the end of the drop/add period through midterm of the session, a student may withdraw from a course and receive a “W”.  From the first day after midterm until the last day of course work of the session, a student may, at the instructor’s discretion, withdraw from a course and the instructor will assign a grade of “W” at withdrawal.  The student must initiate the official withdrawal.  No grade will be reported for a student who fails to pay registration fees in accordance with established policy or who withdraws by the last day to drop without a grade.

“W” – Withdrawal represents a withdrawal from class without completing course requirements.  A student may officially withdraw from any class up to and including the date of mid-term with a “W” grade.  After the date of mid-term and through the last class of the semester or session, the student may officially request a “W” grade which may be given at the discretion of the instructor.  Each instructor shall state on the first or second class meeting the factors to be used in determining the assignment of a “W” grade during the discretionary period.  An instructor shall not assign a student a “W” grade for a class unless the student has officially withdrawn from that class in a manner prescribed by the college.  The grade of “W” may be assigned by the Community College Appeals Board in cases involving a violation of student academic rights.  It may not be assigned to a student found guilty of an academic offense without permission of the instructor in whose class the offense occurred.  A president of a college (or designee) may, if the student concurs, assign the grade of “W” to a student who has been reported to the president for unsatisfactory scholarship or excessive absences and who, after being reported, has made no improvement.

Withdrawal will not be permitted the last week of class before final exams.  Any student wishing to withdraw after midterm and before the last week of class must first meet with the instructor and the IECE Program Coordinator.  At that time the student must provide documentation of a reasonable cause for withdrawal.


	Incomplete Grade Policy

	“I” – Incomplete represents part of the coursework remains unfinished.  It shall be given only when there is a reasonable possibility that a passing grade will result from completion of the work.  The instructor shall not give an “I” grade when the reason for incompleteness is unsatisfactory.  The instructor and student will contract requirements for completion of course with the time limit for completion not to exceed a maximum of one year; failure to do so will result in a change of grade from “I” to “E”.

Each college shall maintain a record of incomplete grades recorded in courses of that college.  This record, completed by the instructor at the time the grade “I” is reported, shall include:  (1) the name and number of the student; (2) the course number and hours of credit; (3) semester or session and year of enrollment; (4) signature of the instructor; (5) a brief statement of the reason(s) for recording the incomplete grade; and, (6) an adequate guide for removal of the incomplete grade.  In the instructor’s absence, the division chairperson or the designee shall forward to the president (or designee) the appropriate letter grade to replace the incomplete grade.

Incompletes will be given on an individual basis in IECE classes after meeting with the instructor and the Program Coordinator and providing documentation of a reasonable cause for not completing the class in a timely manner.  The grade for the class will be lowered one letter when the course work is completed.


	Make-up and Late Work Policies:
Assignments are due on the day and at the time they are assigned to be due.  Every day late constitutes a 10% deduction of points up to one week.  After one week late assignments will not be accepted.  Family vacations, conflicts with assignments from other classes and conflicts with assignments for work are not considered as acceptable reasons.  Presentations, Quick Writes, and small group activities can NOT be made up.

	


	Classroom/Lab Policies:
Students will participate in activities which reflect current practices in early childhood education throughout the semester.  Activities may include observations, case studies, lesson plans, environmental designs, teacher-made materials, conference/seminar attendance, and evaluation experiences.  Students will be responsible for writing assignments such as research papers.  These reports must be typed (double-spaced, 12-font) with a title page and a reference page.  I will give more details when I assign the first paper.  Grammar, spelling, word-usage and punctuation are considered when I grade written work.

	


	Academic Honesty Statement & Policy

	2.1 Academic Honesty Policy:

The KCTCS faculty and students are bound by principles of truth and honesty that are recognized as fundamental for a community of teachers and scholars. The college expects students and faculty to honor, and faculty to enforce, these academic principles. The college affirms that it will not tolerate academic dishonesty including, but not limited to, violation of academic rights of students (section 2.2) and student offenses (section 2.3).

Students may refer to Section II of the Kentucky Community and Technical College Code of Student Conduct for information on Academic Rights, Academic Offenses and the student’s right to appeal
A student found guilty of plagiarism will receive a reduced grade for that assignment and counseling for the first offense.  For any offense of plagiarism after the first, the student will, in accordance with KCTCS policy, be dismissed from the college.  Information about referencing materials will be given to each student before the first writing assignment.


	Learning Outcomes

	Upon successful completion of this course the student can:
1. Describe the child in the context of the family.

2. Explain family systems theories in terms of function, structure, types, and trends.

3. Demonstrate respect for individual families to support differences and diversities.

4. Discuss the roles, responsibilities and issues of parenting.
5. Foster the role of parents as primary decision-makers for their children and encourage active participation in the educational process.

6. Evaluate program policies and procedures related to parents and families.

7. Discuss various environmental influences on children.

8. Develop strategies for effective written and verbal home-program communication.

9. Discuss the importance of welcoming and involving parents in the early childhood program.
10. Discuss ways children are diverse.

11.  Identify strategies to incorporate knowledge of adult-child relationships and the learning environment into family partnerships.

12. Establish guidelines for effective home visits, parent conferences, and meetings.

13. Provide relevant information to families regarding community resources.

14. Apply knowledge of public policies, practices, laws, and ethical issues to family/program interactions.

15. Explain the IFSP/IEP and transition process regarding the use of assessment.

16. Examine current issues and trends in assessment.

17. Explain the role of various diagnostic instruments in the assessment process.

	

	


	Disabilities Statement:

	Ashland Community and Technical College is committed to ensuring that all students with disabilities have an equal opportunity in the pursuit of their educational objectives.  If you have any type of disability and need accommodations, contact the Disabled Student Services Coordinator at 606-326-2051 or in Room 220B.  You MUST also inform your instructor(s) of your special needs at the beginning of the semester.


Instructor reserves the right to make adjustments to the syllabus during the semester. 
IECE 210     Families and Communities
Tentative Class Schedule
Fall  2010

Session 1:    August 20
Session 2:    September 3
Session 3:    September 17
Session 4:    October 1
Session 5:     October 15
Session 6:     October 29
Session 7:     November 12
Session 8:     November 19
Session 9:     December 10---Final Exam







