SYLLABUS

	Course Title
	Catalog Number

	Creative Expressions in Early Childhood

Education
	IECE 221

	Semester
	Year

	Fall 
	2010

	Course Campus Location
	Room Number

	ACTC
	CDC 307

	Meeting Day(s)
	Meeting Times

	Thursday, beginning August 19th
	5:30-8:15 PM

	Instructor’s Name
	Instructor’s  Campus Location

	Mary Lou Calvert Forman
	College Drive Campus

	Instructor’s Office Number
	Instructor’s Telephone Number

	347
	606-326-2253

	Instructor’s Email
	Instructor’s Webpage Address

	marylou.formans@kctcs.edu
	http://webs.ashlandctc.org/mforman


	Course Descriptions and Policies

	Course Description

	This course addresses the role of creativity as it relates to the development of young children.  A variety of art, music, drama, and movement experiences that encourage creative expression in young children are studied.  Implementation of appropriate creative activities in a child-centered environment is included.


	Course Requisites

	IECE 101, 102, 120, 130, 180, 170 or 190, 200 



	Course Text(s)

	Creative Activities for Young Children by Mary Mayesky:  9th edition, Thomson



	Course Materials

	1.  Three-ring binder, plastic page protectors, dividers or tabs
2.  Art kit:  scissors, glue, markers, crayons, colored pencils, ruler, key rings, water     color paints, etc.  Start collecting junk (discussion in session #1)

3.  KCTCS Student Liability Insurance-$20.00/year through the college (payroll office)

4.  Proof of negative TB Skin Test
5.  Child Abuse and Neglect background check (CAN) prior to doing any observations or participation with young children

Make sure that I have a complete file for you in my office before beginning observations for this class.


	Grading Criteria

	See Participation Rubric and Grading Scale attached.




	Learning Outcomes

	Upon successful completion of this course the student can:

1. Discuss the teacher’s role as facilitator in children’s creative activities.

2. Discuss the benefits of creative activities in early childhood development.

3. Discuss the various theories of children’s creative development.

4. Identify the elements of art, music, movement, and dramatics.

5. Identify the basic materials and equipment to implement creative activities.
6. Plan and demonstrate a variety of developmentally appropriate creative activities with children.

	


	Make-up and Late Work Policies

	Assignments are due the on the day and at the time they are assigned to be due.  Every day late constitutes a 10% deduction of points up to one week.  After one week they will not be accepted.  Family vacation, conflicts with assignments for other classes and conflicts with assignments for work are not considered as acceptable reasons for turning in late class assignments.




	Classroom/Lab Policies

	Regular attendance and participation are required.  Only illness and emergencies are considered reasons to miss a class.  If you must be absent, call me for make up work, etc.  Presentations, quick writes and small group discussions can not be made up and points will not be given for these if they are missed.  Cell phones must be turned off before entering the classroom unless arrangements have been made with Professor Forman.  Points will be deducted if the phone rings during class or if the student answers the phone in the classroom.



	Withdrawal Policy

	From the end of the drop/add period through midterm of the session, a student may withdraw from a course and receive a “W”.  From the first day after midterm until the last day of course work of the session, a student may, at the instructor’s discretion, withdraw from a course and the instructor will assign a grade of “W” at withdrawal.  The student must initiate the official withdrawal.  No grade will be reported for a student who fails to pay registration fees in accordance with established policy or who withdraws by the last day to drop without a grade.
“W” – Withdrawal represents a withdrawal from class without completing course requirements.  A student may officially withdraw from any class up to and including the date of mid-term with a “W” grade.  After the date of mid-term and through the last class of the semester or session, the student may officially request a “W” grade which may be given at the discretion of the instructor.  Each instructor shall state on the first or second class meeting the factors to be used in determining the assignment of a “W” grade during the discretionary period.  An instructor shall not assign a student a “W” grade for a class unless the student has officially withdrawn from that class in a manner prescribed by the college.  The grade of “W” may be assigned by the Community College Appeals Board in cases involving a violation of student academic rights.  It may not be assigned to a student found guilty of an academic offense without permission of the instructor in whose class the offense occurred.  A president of a college (or designee) may, if the student concurs, assign the grade of “W” to a student who has been reported to the president for unsatisfactory scholarship or excessive absences and who, after being reported, has made no improvement.

If you are receiving Title IV funds (financial aid, grants or loans) and you do not successfully complete, or if you prematurely withdraw from this course, you could owe a portion of the money and have to pay it back to the lender!  Please, check with the ACTC Financial Aid Office before dropping this, or any, class. 

Withdrawal will not be permitted the last week of class before final exams.  Any student wishing to withdraw after midterm and before the last week of class must first meet with Professor Forman.  At that time the student must provide documentation of a reasonable cause for withdrawal.


	Incomplete Grade Policy

	“I” – Incomplete represents part of the coursework remains unfinished.  It shall be given only when there is a reasonable possibility that a passing grade will result from completion of the work.  The instructor shall not give an “I” grade when the reason for incompleteness is unsatisfactory.  The instructor and student will contract requirements for completion of course with the time limit for completion not to exceed a maximum of one year; failure to do so will result in a change of grade from “I” to “E”.

Each college shall maintain a record of incomplete grades recorded in courses of that college.  This record, completed by the instructor at the time the grade “I” is reported, shall include:  (1) the name and number of the student; (2) the course number and hours of credit; (3) semester or session and year of enrollment; (4) signature of the instructor; (5) a brief statement of the reason(s) for recording the incomplete grade; and, (6) an adequate guide for removal of the incomplete grade.  In the instructor’s absence, the division chairperson or the designee shall forward to the president (or designee) the appropriate letter grade to replace the incomplete grade.

Incompletes will be considered on an individual basis in IECE classes after meeting with the Professor Forman and providing documentation of a reasonable cause for not completing the class in a timely manner. The grade for the class will be lowered one letter.


	Academic Honesty Statement & Policy

	2.1 Academic Honesty Policy:

The KCTCS faculty and students are bound by principles of truth and honesty that are recognized as fundamental for a community of teachers and scholars. The college expects students and faculty to honor, and faculty to enforce, these academic principles. The college affirms that it will not tolerate academic dishonesty including, but not limited to, violation of academic rights of students (section 2.2) and student offenses (section 2.3).

Students may refer to Section II of the Kentucky Community and Technical College Code of Student Conduct for information on Academic Rights, Academic Offenses and the student’s right to appeal.
A student found guilty of plagiarism will receive a reduced grade for that assignment and counseling for the first offense. For any offense of plagiarism after the first, the student will, in accordance with KCTCS policy, be dismissed from the college. Information about referencing materials will be given to each student before the first writing assignment.


	Disabilities Statement:

	Ashland Community and Technical College is committed to ensuring that all students with disabilities have an equal opportunity in the pursuit of their educational objectives.  If you have any type of disability and need accommodations, contact the Disabled Student Services Coordinator at 606-326-2051 or in Room 220B.  You MUST also inform your instructor(s) of your special needs at the beginning of the semester.


Instructor reserves the right to make adjustments to the syllabus during the semester. 

	CALENDAR

IECE 221 – CREATIVE EXPRESSIONS IN EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

Fall, 2010

	Session 1
August 19
	Before Session 1:

Set-up ACTC email

Print course syllabus from Blackboard
Session 1:

Introduction:  Name Game

Creativity Activity

Lecture-Class Discussion

Assignment:  Read Chapter 1

Do the activities on the homework page.  Whenever you are assigned to do an observation, use the Observation Form.  Make sure your name and the date are included.

Visit the web sites at the ends of the chapters.  Print activities or new information that you would like to share with the class.

Bring your art box to Session 2.

	Session 2

August 26
	Discuss assignments from Session 1.

Group Discussion of Chapter Reviews.

Lecture and class discussion

Art Activity (requires crayons and watercolor paint)

Assignments:  Read chapters 2 and 3. 

Do:  Page 58-Learning Activities

Write the answers to Beautiful Things and Amazing Journey in your Journal.  

Use the information and questions in Cyberspace Aesthetics to write a report (12 font, double-spaced, cover sheet, reference page).

Bring art box to class.

	Session 3

September 2
	Discuss assignments from Session 2.

Group Discussion of Chapter Reviews.

Lecture and Class Discussion

Class Activities

Assignments:  Read Chapters 4 and 5
Do:  Learning Activities on page 119.  Write a report of these experiences.  Be thorough, using quotations, time elements, materials, adult involvement, etc.

Do the activities on page 120-Imagination Exercise-with a child (more if they are available to you).  Write about your experience in your journal.

Bring art box to class.



	Session 4

September 9

	Discuss assignments from Session 3.

Group Discussion of Chapter Reviews

Lecture and Class Discussion

Class Activities

Assignments:  Read Chapter 15.

Do:  Learning Activities A, B, C, and E.  Prepare to do D as a Partner Activity by bringing school supply catalogs to class on _________ (see note below!).

	
	

	Session 5

September 16
	Discuss assignments from Session 4.

Group Discussion of Chapter Review

Lecture and Class Discussion

Class Activities

Assignments:  Read Chapter 16.

Do:  Learning Activities—Prepare to do these in class.

Choose at least three of the Activities for Children at the end of the chapter.  Write a report describing the activities, the results, etc.

Be prepared to share anecdotes with the rest of the class.

Bring to class:  a mailing tube, roofing nails, aquarium gravel, colored tape such as electrical or duct tape.

Bring Rain Stick to next class.  You may use your rain stick in your Final Project.

	Session 6

September 23

	Discuss assignments from Session 5.

Group discussion of Chapter Review

Class Activities



	Session 7

September 30

	Midterm Exam and Project


	October 7

	Fall Break---No Classes

	Session 8
October 14
	Chapter 6



IECE 221

PARTICIPATION RUBRIC

STUDENT’S NAME _______________________________________

	Characteristic:
	Student
	Instructor

	1.   Prepared for class prior to attending 

      (reading texts, preparing materials, plans, etc.)
	
	

	2.   Actively listened and discussed during class 
	
	

	3.   Participated and collaborated during class 
	
	

	4.   Completed and submitted all requirements (projects, 

      journals, etc.) on time
	
	

	5.   Attended all class meetings
	
	

	6.   On time for class meetings
	
	

	7.   Stayed for entire time during class meetings
	
	

	8.   Honestly exchanged & challenged viewpoints (willing

      to speak up about issues & ideas)
	
	

	9.   Used standard written and spoken language
	
	

	10. Presented self & work professionally
	
	


Using the criteria above, reflect on your professional participation this term.

Please use the following scale:

3 = Consistently      2 = Most of the time    1 = Occasionally    0 = Rarely/Never

	
	Points Available
	Points Earned
	
	Comments:



	Quickwrites (10)
	50
	
	
	

	Discussion Groups
	100
	
	
	

	Journal Entries (15)
	100
	
	
	

	Fine Art Portfolio
	100
	
	
	

	Observations
	100
	
	
	

	Class Portfolio
	100
	
	
	Grading Scale:

720 – 800        = A

640 – 719        = B

560 – 539        = C

480 – 559        = D

479 or below  = E



	Final Project
	100
	
	
	

	Projects (3)
	150
	
	
	

	TOTAL Points
	800
	
	
	


I have read the above syllabus.  I understand and agree to abide by the contents.

_______________________________                     _________________________

Student’s Signature                                                                             Date

_______________________________ 






      

Instructor’s Signature






Date

IECE 221

Homework:   Session #1

1.
Read a biography of a creative individual.  Compare the individual’s traits and experiences with those associated with creativity. You may want to compare an individual’s autobiography with a biography written by someone else. Do the same characteristics emerge? Are some emphasized more in one work than the other? What are the characteristics you find most admirable? What characteristics can you find similar in yourself?

2.
Use convergent materials in a divergent way. Find a typical kindergarten worksheet on which the child’s task is to find similarities in a group of pictures (classification skills). For example, in the first row are pictures of a dog, a cat, a canary in a cage, and a coat. The obvious correct (convergent) answer on this item is that the coat is not a animal. But some child may be thinking, “All the pictures have a kind of fur (fur coat, cat fur, and a furry dog) and only the bird has feathers.” Thus, the bird appears to be the picture that doesn’t fit. Or another way of thinking is the cat, cage, and coat all begin with the letter c, so dog doesn’t fit. Teachers could use this kind of worksheet as an exercise in divergent thinking in which the goal is to find the most answers, not the right answers.

3.
Guided Observation. Use the following suggestions in an early childhood classroom and write down your observations from these experiences using the form provided to you.

Provide free periods when materials are available and children can do whatever they wish with the materials. During these periods, observe who gets tired quickly and goes from one thing to another. Identify who becomes deeply involved with the materials. Also observe which children use materials in an unexpected way.

Talk with children in ways that permit them to freely express opinions and ideas. Some children have set opinions and are closed to new ideas. For them, questions usually have just one answer. Other children see many possible ways of answering a question and come up with unexpected ideas and solutions. They also look at problems in many ways.

Encourage children to share an experience. Then ask individual children to create a story about the experience or make a drawing. Some children just stick to the facts. Others are more imaginative in their stories or drawings. Unusual or unexpected relationships may be described by some children.

In other words, when children are being creative, they are flexible, original, confident, and adventuresome. They can redefine situations and are willing to work at things for a long time. They will work hard and can produce many possible answers to a single question.

This list can be used as a starting point to identify creativity in children. Common sense is also needed to help the identification process. Regardless of the degree of creativity possessed, children should be encouraged to fully develop whatever creative potential they have.

4.
Prepare the Chapter Review for group discussion.  Make notes then take notes during group time.







