SYLLABUS

	Course Title    
	Catalog Number   

	Contemporary Economic Issues 
	ECO 101

	Semester    
	Year  

	Spring
	2012

	Course Campus Location
	Room Number

	Technology Drive
	208B

	Meeting Day(s)
	Meeting Times

	Tuesday & Thursday
	2:30 – 3:45

	Instructor’s Name
	Instructor’s  Campus Location

	Tim Hosto
	College Drive

	Instructor’s Office Number
	Instructor’s Telephone Number

	349
	606.326.2007

	Instructor’s Email
	Instructor’s Webpage Address

	tim.hosto@kctcs.edu
	http://webs.ashlandctc.org/thosto


Course Descriptions and Policies

Course Description

A basic course in the analysis of contemporary economic issues with emphasis on current economic topics such as inflation, poverty and affluence, urban congestion, and environmental pollution.

Course Requisites

(none)

Course Text(s)

There is no textbook for this course.  A variety of online resources will be used.  
See web page:   http://webs.ashlandctc.org/thosto
Course Materials

(none)

Grading Criteria

There will be five Unit Tests and a number of assignments.

Unit Test 1
15%
  

90  -  100%       A

Unit Test 2
15%
  

80  -   89.9%     B

Unit Test 3
15% 


70  -   79.9%     C

Unit Test 4
15%
                          60  -   69.9%     D

Unit Test 5
15%                                 0  -    59.9%     E
Assignments
25%  
Withdrawal Policy

The last day to withdraw from this course and receive a grade of W is Midterm (Monday, March 5,.  If a student chooses to withdraw after this date, a W will be assigned only if the average grade on all work assigned up to the date of the withdrawal
is a C (70%) or better.  

From the end of the drop/add period through midterm of the session, a student may withdraw from a course and receive a “W”.  From the first day after midterm until the last day of course work of the session, a student may, at the instructor’s discretion, withdraw from a course and the instructor will assign a grade of “W” at withdrawal.  The student must initiate the official withdrawal.  No grade will be reported for a student who fails to pay registration fees in accordance with established policy or who withdraws by the last day to drop without a grade.
“W” – Withdrawal represents a withdrawal from class without completing course requirements.  A student may officially withdraw from any class up to and including the date of mid-term with a “W” grade.  After the date of mid-term and through the last class of the semester or session, the student may officially request a “W” grade which may be given at the discretion of the instructor.  Each instructor shall state on the first or second class meeting the factors to be used in determining the assignment of a “W” grade during the discretionary period.  An instructor shall not assign a student a “W” grade for a class unless the student has officially withdrawn from that class in a manner prescribed by the college.  The grade of “W” may be assigned by the Community College Appeals Board in cases involving a violation of student academic rights.  It may not be assigned to a student found guilty of an academic offense without permission of the instructor in whose class the offense occurred.  A president of a college (or designee) may, if the student concurs, assign the grade of “W” to a student who has been reported to the president for unsatisfactory scholarship or excessive absences and who, after being reported, has made no improvement.
Incomplete Grade Policy

In this course a grade of I is assigned only when an extraordinary event (as determined by the instructor) occurs at or near the end of the semester preventing the successful completion of the course.  The student must be passing with a C (70%) average or better on all work assigned up to that time.

“I” – Incomplete represents part of the coursework remains unfinished.  It shall be given only when there is a reasonable possibility that a passing grade will result from completion of the work.  The instructor shall not give an “I” grade when the reason for incompleteness is unsatisfactory.  The instructor and student will contract requirements for completion of course with the time limit for completion not to exceed a maximum of one year; failure to do so will result in a change of grade from “I” to “E”.

Each college shall maintain a record of incomplete grades recorded in courses of that college.  This record, completed by the instructor at the time the grade “I” is reported, shall include:  (1) the name and number of the student; (2) the course number and hours of credit; (3) semester or session and year of enrollment; (4) signature of the instructor; (5) a brief statement of the reason(s) for recording the incomplete grade; and, (6) an adequate guide for removal of the incomplete grade.  In the instructor’s absence, the division chairperson or the designee shall forward to the president (or designee) the appropriate letter grade to replace the incomplete grade.

Make-up and Late Work Policies

Exams     You will have the opportunity to make-up or retake any unit exam at the end of the semester during the scheduled Final Exam period.  No excuse is needed.  If a unit test is missed, this will be the make-up opportunity.  Tests may be retaken in order to earn a higher score.  No other make-up exams will be given.  

Assignments   Assignments are not accepted late.   

Classroom/Lab Policies
Attendance    Regular attendance is strongly encouraged.  However, your grade is based on your performance on exams and assignments.  Points are not subtracted for missing class or added for attending class.  Students who frequently miss lecture rarely do well in this class.  

Lab Days        These are class sessions where I will help you with the assignments for that unit.  You are free to come and go as you please.  If you complete the assignments outside of class time, there is no reason to attend lab sessions.

Lecture Days     If you choose to attend class, please arrive on time and remain for the entire class period.    Avoid personal conversations and any other activity that generates unnecessary noise.

· Please turn off mobile phones, computers, and any other electronic advice as they are a distraction.  However, feel free to make an audio recording of the lecture.    

· There will be a penalty of 1% point subtracted from the final average for the following:  arriving to class late, leaving early, mobile phone ringing or answering, texting, persistent personal conversations.  

· Children do not belong in a college classroom.  Topics may be discussed that are inappropriate for children.  It is also unreasonable to expect kids to sit quietly for an entire class period.  Unless they are heavily sedated, do not bring children to class. 

· Food (junk or otherwise) is not allowed in the classroom.
Outline of Topics:

	UNIT 1   Introduction to the Economy
UNIT 2   Macroeconomic Measurement & Stabilization
UNIT 3   International Trade

UNIT 4   Personal Finance – Taxes & Retirement
UNIT 5   Poverty, Health Care, and The Social Safety Net


	
	
	Tuesday
	
	Thursday

	January
	10
	Intro/Lab
	12
	Lab

	
	17
	Lab
	19
	Lecture

	
	24
	Lecture
	26
	Lecture

	
	31
	Unit Test 1
	2
	Lab

	February
	7
	Lab
	8
	Lecture

	
	14
	Lecture
	16
	Lecture

	
	21
	Unit Test 2
	23
	Lab

	
	28
	Lab
	1
	Lecture

	March
	6
	Lecture
	8
	Unit Test 3

	
	13
	Spring Break
	15
	Spring Break

	
	20
	Lab
	22
	Lab

	
	27
	Lecture
	29
	Lecture

	April
	3
	Lecture
	5
	Unit Test 4

	
	10
	Lab
	12
	Lecture

	
	17
	Lecture
	19
	Lecture

	
	24
	Unit test 5
	26
	Reserve Day

	May
	1
	Druid New Year
	3
	Make-up/Retest


Academic Honesty Statement & Policy

2.1 Academic Honesty Policy:

The KCTCS faculty and students are bound by principles of truth and honesty that are recognized as fundamental for a community of teachers and scholars. The college expects students and faculty to honor, and faculty to enforce, these academic principles. The college affirms that it will not tolerate academic dishonesty including, but not limited to, violation of academic rights of students (section 2.2) and student offenses (section 2.3).

Students may refer to Section II of the Kentucky Community and Technical College Code of Student Conduct for information on Academic Rights, Academic Offenses and the student’s right to appeal. http://www.kctcs.edu/student/code.htm 

The penalty for cheating and plagiarism is at minimum a failing grade for the exam or assignment and the student(s) may be referred for further disciplinary action according to the guidelines in the KCTCS Student Code of Conduct Article II.
Learning Outcomes

Upon successful completion of this course the student can:

Course Specific Outcome(s): 

By the end of the course the student will have a basic understanding of:

(1)  The function of markets.

(2)  The macroeconomic measures of economic performance.

(3)  The economic approach to understanding social problems.
Disabilities Statement:

Ashland Community and Technical College is committed to ensuring that all students with disabilities have an equal opportunity in the pursuit of their educational objectives.  If you have any type of disability and need accommodations, contact the Disabled Student Services Coordinator at 606-326-2051 or in Room 220B.  You MUST also inform your instructor(s) of your special needs at the beginning of the semester.

Instructor reserves the right to make adjustments to the syllabus during the semester. 

